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Then and Now: Pioneer vs Modern Life
Name: 

Date:  Score: ____ / 30

A A school day, then and now 8 marks

Read about Sarah and Maya. Then fill in the chart (1 mark per box).

Sarah, 1835

Sarah walks two kilometres to school along a
dirt road. Her school has one room and one
teacher for children aged 6 to 14. She writes
her lessons on a small slate with chalk. At
noon she eats bread and cheese from a tin
pail. After school she must hurry home to help
feed the animals.

Maya, today

Maya rides the school bus. Her class has 22
students who are all in Grade 3. She writes in
a notebook and sometimes uses a tablet. At
lunch she eats a sandwich from her lunch box
and plays on the climber at recess. After
school she goes to swimming lessons.

Sarah, 1835 Maya, today

1. Getting to school

2. Who is in the class

3. What they write on

4. After school

B Venn diagram 8 marks

5. Write each letter in the correct part of the Venn diagram.

a. Carried water from a well

b. Goes to school to learn

c. Watches videos on a screen

d. Read by candlelight

e. Plays games with friends

f. Buys clothes at a store

g. Helped make soap and candles

h. Rides in a car or bus

Pioneer child Child today

Both



C A pioneer child's day 3 marks

Number the events from 1 (first) to 6 (last) (½ mark each).

6. Put the day in order.

Eat supper by candlelight Wake before sunrise and milk the cow

Walk to the schoolhouse Climb up to the loft to sleep

Eat porridge by the fireplace Pull weeds in the garden after school

D Tools then and now 7 marks

Match each pioneer tool to what we use today. Write the letter.

7. Slate and chalk

8. Candle

9. Washboard

10. Butter churn

11. Spinning wheel

12. Ox and plough

13. Horse and wagon

a. Washing machine

b. Tractor

c. Notebook and pencil

d. Light bulb

e. Car or truck

f. Clothing factory

g. Butter bought at the grocery store

E Think about it 4 marks

14. Name one thing that is easier for children today than it was for pioneer children. Explain
why. (2 marks)

15. Name one thing that has stayed the same for children since pioneer times. (2 marks)
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Then and Now: Pioneer vs Modern Life 
ANSWER KEY

Name: 

Date:  Score: ____ / 30

A A school day, then and now 8 marks

Read about Sarah and Maya. Then fill in the chart (1 mark per box).

Sarah, 1835

Sarah walks two kilometres to school along a
dirt road. Her school has one room and one
teacher for children aged 6 to 14. She writes
her lessons on a small slate with chalk. At
noon she eats bread and cheese from a tin
pail. After school she must hurry home to help
feed the animals.

Maya, today

Maya rides the school bus. Her class has 22
students who are all in Grade 3. She writes in
a notebook and sometimes uses a tablet. At
lunch she eats a sandwich from her lunch box
and plays on the climber at recess. After
school she goes to swimming lessons.

Sarah, 1835 Maya, today

1. Getting to school Walked two kilometres on a dirt
road Rides the school bus

2. Who is in the class Children aged 6 to 14 with one
teacher 22 students, all in Grade 3

3. What they write on A slate with chalk A notebook and sometimes a
tablet

4. After school Helps feed the animals Goes to swimming lessons

B Venn diagram 8 marks

5. Write each letter in the correct part of the Venn diagram.

a. Carried water from a well

b. Goes to school to learn

c. Watches videos on a screen

d. Read by candlelight

e. Plays games with friends

f. Buys clothes at a store

g. Helped make soap and candles

h. Rides in a car or bus

Pioneer child Child today

Both

a b c
d e f
g h



C A pioneer child's day 3 marks

Number the events from 1 (first) to 6 (last) (½ mark each).

6. Put the day in order.

5 Eat supper by candlelight 1 Wake before sunrise and milk the cow

3 Walk to the schoolhouse 6 Climb up to the loft to sleep

2 Eat porridge by the fireplace 4 Pull weeds in the garden after school

D Tools then and now 7 marks

Match each pioneer tool to what we use today. Write the letter.

7. c Slate and chalk

8. d Candle

9. a Washboard

10. g Butter churn

11. f Spinning wheel

12. b Ox and plough

13. e Horse and wagon

a. Washing machine

b. Tractor

c. Notebook and pencil

d. Light bulb

e. Car or truck

f. Clothing factory

g. Butter bought at the grocery store

E Think about it 4 marks

14. Name one thing that is easier for children today than it was for pioneer children. Explain
why. (2 marks)

Sample: Getting water is easier because we turn on a tap instead of carrying heavy buckets from a
well. 1 mark for the idea, 1 for the reason.

15. Name one thing that has stayed the same for children since pioneer times. (2 marks)
Sample: Children still go to school, play with friends, help their families and celebrate holidays. 1
mark for the idea, 1 for an example.
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